
Love Your Enemies Too! 

 

…”Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good 
to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despite-
fully use you, and persecute 
you; that you may be the chil-
dren of your Father which is 
in heaven; for He makes His 
sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sends rain on 
the just and on the un-
just…..”  Mat. 5:44-48 

This is one of the most diffi-
cult passages to comprehend 
and follow.  It is so natural for 
us to connect with those who 
love us, but we tend to shy 
away from those who hate us.  
Jesus, our Lord expects us to 
love those difficult people 
also!   He not only preached 
this doctrine, but He followed 
what He preached!  While he 
was hanging on the cross, 
and going through the excru-
ciating pain, Jesus prayed, 
“Father forgive them.  They 
know not what they do!”  This 
kind of love is unfathomable.   
Anyone who tries to harm an 

innocent person for no reason 
has serious problem with his 

thinking capacity, and he 
does not really understand 
fully what he does!   We 
could beat that person up for 
hurting us, and get even with 
him as Jewish and Islamic 
religions teach us.  Or we can 
be different like Jesus and 
bless them and pray for 
them!   It is the person who 
hurts us mindlessly who is 
indeed spiritually retarded, 
and we must approach him 
as a mental patient!  I know, 
it sounds insane but the 
Christmas story reminds us 
the very same principle again 
and again.    While we were 
yet sinners and enemies of 
God, He sent His only begot-
ten Son to die for us!  It was 
while we were hostile toward 
God, He sent His own Son to 
reconcile us toward Him.  
God wants us to be perfect in 
this regard as He is!  
(Mat.5:48) 

May this Christmas season 
be a season of reconciliation 
with our enemies.  Scripture 

is very clear in Mathews 
5:23, 24!  It is the person 

who becomes resentful  
must go to the other person 
and try to reconcile.  God 
was resentful of our sins 
against Him, and therefore, 
He took the initiative to 
send His only begotten Son 
to reconcile us!!   

Only through God‟s power 
we could respond like this.  
But before we could forgive 
others, we must experience 
God‟s grace and forgiveness 
in our own heart first.  It is 
this redeeming, forgiving 
God‟s love through Christ 
that makes us stretch our 
hands toward those who 
hurt us real bad.   The per-
son that forgives allows the 
emotions to dissipate, and 
experiences the true peace 
of mind within him!   But, 
the party that caused the 
pain also should take the 
initiative to reconcile.  Or 
else, that cancerous guilt 
will lead to self destruction.  
Judas Iscariot‟s example is 
a good one.   
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Jesus knew that Judas was 
going to betray Him, and yet 
when he came to betray 
Him, Jesus called Judas, 
“Friend!”  Jesus never 
pushed away his enemies.  
Instead, He tried to draw 
them close to Him!  But Ju-
das could not understand 
this redeeming love of Je-
sus!  Even though Judas 
was remorseful of his ac-
tions, and he tried to repay 

the 30 pieces of silver to the 
priests as restitution, he just 
could not meet Jesus again 
face to face!  He went and 
hung himself!  Jesus never 
casts anyone out!   We cast 
ourselves out!!  All we have 
to do is just get up and come 
to Jesus.  But for many, it is 
the hardest thing to do.  
Their egotistic pride stops 
them from reconciling.  

Are you still having problem 
forgiving and reconciling 
with your enemy?  Listen to 
the Christmas story one 
more time carefully, and see 
how God took the initiative 
to reconcile hostile sinners 
like you and me through Je-
sus Christ!   If we truly un-
derstand this reconciliation 
process, we will have no 
problem loving our enemies!!     

 Is your shopping 
done? Have new clothes 
been bought or your best 
clothes dry-cleaned? Have 
gifts been wrapped and 
mailed or dropped-off? Has 
the tree been put up and the 
house decorated? Have 
stockings been hung up for 
the kids? Has the church 
been decorated and wreaths 
hung? Have the kids‟ pic-
tures been taken with Santa 
at the mall? Have cards 
been sent out with „Seasons 
Greetings‟? Have parties 
been planned, invitations 
sent/received? Have orders 
for special food been placed?  

 Notice how there is 
no mention of  the one on 

whose behalf we have made 
such elaborate plans—Jesus 
Christ! Over the centuries 
various traditions have 
evolved in the different parts 
of the world. Almost all have 
taken a turn from Christ-
centered to self-centered. 

Would we be happy at our 
birthday party if all the 
guests were felicitated and 
given gifts but we were left 
out? How is it ok then to do 
that to Christ? He is the Son 
of God who came down to 
such a lowly state so that He 
could lift us out of our sin-
stained life...we repay Him 
by celebrating HIS birthday 
in OUR honor! All of us 
would agree that this is just 
not right.  

 Isn‟t it time then, that 
we scale back on self-
indulgence and focus on the 
mission that Christ has 
given us? Jesus Christ was 
born more than 2000 years 
ago in a manger in Bethle-
hem as a child, grew up, 
preached repentance and 
died on the cross to take our 
sins. Today, we are born 
again in Him when we ac-
cept Christ‟s gift of Salva-
tion.  Just as we are so ex-
cited when we receive pre-

cious gifts and share the 
news with everyone, we need 
to share the wonderful news 
of the new life in Christ that 
we believers enjoy. 

People all over the world are 
suffering in hopeless situa-
tions of war, natural calami-
ties and disease. It is time for 
us to rid ourselves of selfish-
ness and emulate the self-
lessness that Christ has 
modeled for us.  

 Look around and see 
where you can help, what 
you can give, who you can 
talk to. Then, with prayer, go 
forth and accomplish the 
mission that Christ has en-
trusted you with. 

When we love our neighbors 
as we love ourselves we 
should have no problem find-
ing ways to spread God‟s love 
this Christmas. 

Put Christ back in Christmas 
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In obedience to God‟s Word,  
eight people sealed their commit-
ment to Christ with water bap-
tism on October 24,2010.  

Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts. 2:38 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and the love of God and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

In th
e waters of B

aptis
m... 
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 3229 Corporate Ct, Ellicott City, MD 21042             410-418-4500                  pastor@acts242church.org     

 Visit:  www.acts242church.org 

Sunday Worship Service   - 10:30 am  

Children‟s Sunday School -  10:15am 

Bible Study & Prayer Session every Friday, except  the 2nd week @ 7:30 p.m. Call for location. 

Women‟s Fellowship  - 2nd Saturday @ 2:30pm 

K idz Club - 2nd Saturday @ 4:30 p.m. 

Monthly Schedule  

Contact  

Announcements  

December 25, 2010 :    Christmas Service  @ 10:30am          

                                     followed by lunch 

 

December 26, 2010 :    NO SERVICE  

 

December 31, 2010 :    New Year‟s Service @ 11:00pm 

 

January 2, 2011 :         Service  @ 10:30am. 

Angels give the Good 

News to shepherds— 

The first Noel 

Joseph and Mary go to 

Bethlehem for the census 

Jesus is born in a lowly 

manger 

The Christmas Story in Pictures   

Can you  number the pictures in correct order? 

The angel Gabriel tells Mary 

that she will bear God‟s child 

Wise  men come to worship 

the newborn King 


